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PROCEEDINGS. 

DECKMBER, 1896. 

THE thirty-second meeting of the Society was held in Hamilton 
Hall, Columbia College, New York City, beginning Tuesday, 
Dec. 29, at 2.40 P.M., President Bartlett being in the chair. The 
reading of the records was omitted, as they had been distributed in 
printed form. Dr. Peters, for the Committee of Arrangements, sug- 
gested an order for the reading of papers and notes, together with 
rules for the session. The report was received and adopted. 

At 2.50 Professor Haupt gave a note on Ps. ii8^". At 3.5 Professor 
Jastrow read on " The Name Samuel and the Stem bXtT." At 3.35 
Professor Prince gave a note on the vford "mfi in Obad. 7, following 
this with a second note on D^0t1"1. 

A general discussion on these four papers followed, in which 
Professors Jastrow, Beecher, Brown, Haupt, and Macdonald partici- 
pated. It was then voted, in view of the absence of several papers, 
that the order adopted be varied at the discretion of the chair. 
Accordingly, Professor Jastrow made a brief statement on the ques- 
tion, "Was there a Deity Jah outside of Hebrew Settlements?" 
Professor Brown remarked on this. At 4.20 Professor Ewell read a 
paper entitled, " What was the Character ascribed to God in the 
Early Literature of Israel ? " Rev. Mr. Fagnani remarked on this. At 
5.10 Rev. Mr. Barrows read on the question "Does the New Testa- 
ment contain Mythical and Legendary Elements ? " Professor Bacon, 
Rev. J. R. Smith, Rev. Mr. Haas, Professor Macdonald, Professor 
Bradley, Professor Ewell, and Rev. Mr. Fagnani commented on this. 
At 5.35 Professor Bacon read on the aorist evSoKi/o-a, which was then 
discussed by Professors Christie, Burton, Thayer, and Bradley. Ad- 
journed for dinner and social hour. 

Tuesday evening, Dec. 29. — The Society met at 8.30. Professor 
Wright read a paper on " David's Stairs, Neh. 3'*." There were 
remarks by Dr. Thurston and Professor Jastrow. At 9 Professor 
Christie read on "The Meaning of the Expression, One Body in 
Christ." Remarks followed by Professors Hincks and Bartlett. At 
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9.35 Professor Haupt read on Ps. 22^^"". Professors Gottheil, 
Schmidt, and Jastrow took part in the discussion. Adjourned. 

Wednesday morning, Dec. 30. — The Society met at 9.50. The 
Council made a report favoring annual instead of semi-annual meet- 
ings. 

Voted, to accept and adopt the report. 

It was moved that Rev. Wm. Hayes Ward, D.D., be requested to 
prepare a minute to be spread upon the records and printed in the 
Journal, expressing our sense of loss in the death of Dr. Isaac H. 
Hall. This was adopted by a rising vote. (See end of Proceedings.) 

On recommendation of the Council, the following persons were 
elected active members of the Society : — 

Prof. Arthur C. McGiffert, D.D., Union Theological Seminary, New York City. 

Prof. Wm. Adams Brown, Union Theological Seminary, New York City. 

Rev. Hiram R. Hulse, 130 Stanton Street, New York City. 

Wm. R. Arnold, Ph.D., Metropolitan Museum, New York City. 

Rev. Charles Lewis Biggs, 225 West 99th Street, New York City. 

Prof. C. W. E. Body, General Theological Seminary, New York City. 

Rev. Charles W. Homer, 73 St. James Place, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Rev. F. 1 ). Hoskins, 432 Main Street, Hartford, Conn. 

Prof. Rebecca Corwin, Mt. Holyoke College, South Hadley, Mass. 

C. W. Votaw, I'h.D., University of Chicago, Chicago, 111. 

Professor Thayer made a report from the Committee on a School 
of Oriental Research. Discussion followed. 

Voted, that the report be accepted, that the Society expresses its 
gratification at the progress already made, and that the Committee 
be continued, with power to take such further steps, in consultation 
with the Council, as may seem expedient. 

Voted, that the thanks of the Society be returned to the President 
and officers of Columbia College, and to the local Committee, for 
their hospitable entertainment. 

At 10.45 Professor Haupt read on Psalm 87. On this Professor 
Brown made some remarks. At 11.15 Professor Bradley read a note 
" On the translation of eiSoKtas, Lu. 2"." Professor Bacon commented. 
At 1 1 .35 Professor Burton read on " The Politarch Inscriptions," copies 
of which he had procured for the use of the members. At 12.05 Pro- 
fessor Fowler read on " The Chronological Position of Joel among 
the Prophets." This was discussed by Professors Briggs and Beecher. 

The President, being unable to remain longer in the city, called 
Professor Brown to the chair. 
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At 12.37 Professor Bacon read a note on "The Syriac Renderings 
of Mark 14* and parallels." At 1 2.40 Professor Schmidt suggested 
a new interpretation of QV IVI'Z, Isa. 42" and 49'. At 12.45 ^^v- 
Mr. Watson exhibited an ancient Samaritan MS. dated a.d. 655 to 
656. At 12.50 the Corresponding Secretary read in succession the 
substance of the papers from absent members, as follows : — 

The Original P'orm of the Missing Section between 

Ezra I and 2 (preserved in I Esdr. 4*^-5^) ... By Dr. C. C. Torrey. 

The Meaning of rOBSI By Dr. Torrey. 

(On this Professor Haupt remarlied. ) 
Is the Deuteronomic Law-Book based upon Ex. 

21-23? ^y Pfof- *^'- I*- Moore. 

JTinSri DnSn, an Example with a Moral .... By Professor Moore. 
(On this Professor Thayer remarked.) 

The Khabiri in the El-Amarna Tablets By Dr. George A. Reisner. 

The Use of I'ra in the LXX By Mr. J. W. Rice. 

Is there a Native Metaphysical Element in the New 

Testament? By Prof. H. S. Nash. 

The rough minutes were read, and at 1.30 the Society adjourned. 

Wm. H. Cobb, 

Recording Secretary. 

Members in Attendance. — Messrs. Bacon, Baldwin, Barbour, Bar- 
rows, E. T. Bartlett, Beecher, Bradley, Briggs, F. Brown, Burton, 
Christie, Cobb, Dickerman, Dunning, Ewell, Fagnani, Fowler, Gardi- 
ner, Genung, G. Gottheil, R. Gottheil, Haas, Haupt, Hazard, Hincks, 
Morris Jastrow, Lyon, Macdonald, E. K. Mitchell, Peters, Platner, 
Porter, Prince, Rhees, Robinson, J. H. Ropes, Sanders, Schmidt, 
Schwab, H. P. Smith, J. R. Smith, Thayer, Thurston, Ward, Watson, 
T. F. Wright, Wyckoff. 

MINUTE ON DR. HALL. 

In the death of Dr. Isaac H. Hall, one of the most active and faithful workers 
and officers of this Society, the Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis, and 
American scholarship as well, has suffered an irreparable loss. Dr. Hall passed 
his childhood in the atmosphere of a theological seminary, and graduated at 
Hamilton College, where he served as tutor, and also as assistant to Dr. Peters in 
the astronomical observatory. He was afterward instructor in the Syrian Protes- 
tant College at Beirut. He devoted his earlier biblical studies to the Greek 
Testament and the Septuagint, but soon became a pioneer in the investigation of 
the Cypriote inscriptions, which introduced him to the service of the Metropolitan 
Museum, where most of his life was spent. The fruit of his labors for that insti- 
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tution appears in the great illustrated catalogues of objects of Cypriote art, on 
which he collaborated with Gen. di Cesnola. He pursued especially the study of 
.Syriac, taking the lead of all our scholars in this department, and publishing 
many texts and critical papers. It was in recognition of his Syriac studies that 
he was invited to attend the Tercentenary of the Dublin University, where the 
degree of Doctor of Letters was conferred on him. Dr. Hall received the honor 
of the Presidency of the American Philological Association, and was Vice-President 
and Director of the American Oriental Society, as well as for many years a mem- 
ber of the Council of the Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis. The care- 
ful exactness, as well as the enterprise which characterized Dr. Hall's abundant 
work, will assure him an honored and permanent record in the annals of American 
scholarship. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 

OF 

TREASURER OF THE SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND 

EXEGESIS, 

June 1, i8g6, to December 24, i8gy. 



[The Treasurer's Reports have hitherto been made in June. There being no meeting 
in June, 1897, the present Report covers a year and a half. It happens, however, 
that the transactions are nearly those of an ordinary year, the additional half-year 
causing little difference.] 



Receipts. 

Balance on hand, last Report $372 42 

Income : 

Initiations paid $85 00 

Annual dues paid 613 00 

Journals 2 70 

Interest on deposits 12 29 

7'2 99 

Total $1085 41 



Disbursements. 

Journal, Vol. XV. : Bill of Cusliing & Co $570 70 

Janitor and postal order i 03 

Expenses of Corresponding Secretary 46 09 

" " Recording Secretary 12 50 

■' '• Treasurer 1 7 00 

Cost of collections on checks 4 29 

Cash in bank 433 80 

Total $1085 41 

Audited and found correct, Dec. 29, 1897. 

J. Dyneley Prince,) 

T Ti o ■ Committee . 

J. Ritchie Smith, \ 
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REPORT 

OF 

FUNDS IN HANDS OF RECORDING SECRETARY. 



Receipts. 

Balance, last Report $216 84 

Sales of Journal 136 00 

Initiation paid 5 00 

Annual dues of Recording Secretary 3 00 

$360 84 

Disbursements. 

Aug. 24, 1896, Printing circulars $1 25 

Dec. 9, 1896, Distributing Vol. XV 20 70 

'■ 15, 1896, Envelopes i 30 

" 18, 1896, Distributing specimen volumes 10 00 

Jan. 19, 1897. Printing circulars and programmes 5 25 

" 24, 1897, Bill of Berwick & Smith 90 98 

Dec. 10, 1897, Distributing specimen volumes 2 00 

" 23, 1897, Postage and expressage for 18 months .... 9 52 

" 23, 1897, Balance in Howard Bank 219 84 

$360 84 

Audited and found correct, Dec. 29, 1897. 

J. Dyneley Prince,) 

J. Ritchie Smith, \Coinmime. 
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Prof. J. Henry Thayer, " 

Prof. Francis Brown, " 
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Prof. Lewis B. Paton, 



Associates 



Council. 



PUBLISHING COMMITTEE. 

Prof. H. S. Nash. Prof. D. G. Lyon. 

Dr. W. H. Cobb. 
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1 This list has been corrected up to Jan. i, 
the Secretary of any change in their address. 
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